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king. Thereupon, the vendor spread the various precious
gems on a carpet and said they were worth fifteen
crores of gold coins. He also told them that they were
taken from the body of an Asura called I/a/an. The
ministers became curious. They wanted to hear his story.
The vendor narrated the story.

There was an Asusa by name valan.He prayed
to Lord Siva who was pleased with his penance and
pujas. The Lord appeared and asked what boon he
wanted. The Aaaura said that he should be immortal,
and, if even he should die, his body should become a
corncopia of valuable gems. The Lord favoured him with
the boon. Then I/a/an challenged Indira for a battle.
Indira could not withstand the Asura and so he adopted a
strategy to kill the Asura surrounded by the Devas,
Indira approached the Asura and told him that he
(Indira) was pleased with his prowess and wanted to
bestow a boon on him. The Asura rediculed the offer and
said that he could obtain boons even from Lord Siva and
there was no need for him to be bestowed a boon by
Indira who had earlier suffered a defeat at his hands in a
battle. On the other hand, he said, he was prepared to
favour him with a boon if he so desired. Indira asked the
Asura to'become a "Yaga pasu, "To be sacrificed at a
yaga in Mount Kailas to propitiate Lord Siva. The Asura
agreed and he was accordingly sacrificed at the yaga.
The various parts of his body became valuable gems.

The vendor had explained the various qualities
of each of the gems, the places where the gems were
found and their beneficial effects. He then took the gems
in his hands, turned to Lord Somasundareswar and
blessed the prince while handing them over to the
prince. He told him that he should assume the name of